
 

Epiphany — Communion Sunday 

January 4, 2026 10:00 AM 

Rev. Christin Moreland, Senior Pastor 
Susan Geers, Lay Reader 

Chris Venesile, Music Director 
Laurie Archibald, Organist/Pianist 

Chris Kurka, A/V Coordinator 
Thomas Moula, A/V Team Member 
Kyle Jackson, A/V Team Member 
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“King Tingz” — Nic Faison 

NOTE:  The bread 
elements used in the 

sacrament of 
Communion  

at Parma-South  
are gluten free 

†Liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
‡Communion Liturgy by Rev. Anna Strickland | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 



 Reminder: Please sign the attendance pad located in the pew. Thank you. 
*Indicates: Please stand in body or spirit, as you may. 
———————— 
WELCOME 
 

THE CHURCH LIFE AND MINISTRY — ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE “Carol Fantasia”  arr. R. Thygerson 

 

†CALL TO WORSHIP  

In the dark of morning,  
the stars still shine.  
In the depth of winter,  
the birds still climb.  
At the start of the year, tender and new,  
God is here. God is near.  
Do not rest in your fear.  
God is here.  
So like the stars and the birds,  
Let us worship holy God.  
 

*OPENING HYMN  
 No. 147 “The First Nowell” 
 

†*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Ever-loving God, we long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace and 
joy. However, we know that is not how the world works. Even just days after 
Christmas, we find ourselves face to face with fear once again.  
So today we pray—  
forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks.  
Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following your call. Forgive 
us when fear is louder than love.  
Show us how to turn our fear into action.  
Show us how to live like the magi who searched for you in a fearful world.  
With hope we pray, Amen. 
 
 

†*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Family of Faith, whether you are brave and courageous or fearful and timid, God’s 
love for you knows no end. So join me in these words of forgiveness:  
Whether fear inspires us to action,  
or stops us dead in our tracks,  
God’s love for us is boundless.  



We are seen.  
We are surrounded with grace.  
We are sent to serve.  
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

 
*GLORIA PATRI No. 581 
 
MUSICAL MEDITATION 
 “Ave Maria”  arr. Bach-Gounod 
Chris Venesile, Solo 
Laurie Archibald, Piano  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURES   
Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18 (NRSV) 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set 
out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and 

Scriptures continued → 



Please place prayer 
requests in the 

offering plate as it's 
passed. Mark your 

prayer 'private' if you 
don't want it shared 

with the 
congregation. 

he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what 
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
HYMN  No. 188 (verse 1 only) “Jesus Loves Me” 
 
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 
SERMON “Fear Doesn’t Stop Us”  Rev. Christin Moreland 
 

†HYMN OF MEDITATION    “We’ve Seen God’s Face”  

 (see inside rear cover) 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   
 
OFFERTORY “Coventry Carol” arr. B. Barrett 
 
*DOXOLOGY  No. 606  
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
STAR WORDS 
 

What are STAR WORDS? 

A number of selected WORDS used for intentional prayer and 

reflection throughout the new year, traditionally passed out on 

Epiphany Sunday.  



†THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
*CLOSING HYMN  
 No. 151 “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
 No. 152  “What Star Is This, With Beams So Bright” 

What star is this with beams so bright, 
more lovely than the noon day light? 

‘Tis sent to announce a newborn king, 
 glad tidings of our God to bring.  

 
*POSTLUDE “Festive Bells” arr. E. Broughton  

The man who goes into the new year without 
some priorities governing his life and without some 
principles guiding his behavior, is prey to the 
tempting, unimportant and destructive things in 

life. 

The new year is an opportunity to sort out the 
useless tasks and plan for the important; to review 
the failures and resolve to be successful; to take 
an inventory of causes and pledge life to purpose 
and service. These being done, the new will truly 

be new, different and better. 

— C. Neil Strait 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Submit requests using the cards in the pews back of the attendance sheet or Prayer 
Request cards available in the pew holders. Place completed cards in the offering 
plate during the Hymn of Meditation. 
 

The Peters Family 
The Mobley  Family 
The Dykes Family 

Megan Severson - January 13th liver transplant 
Pastor Christin’s parents 

 
Pastor Blake’s wife, Megan, is currently waiting for an organ transplant.  See the 

UPDATE posted 11/11/2025 on weekly news for the latest information. 
Please keep the Severson family in your prayers. Cards can be sent to:  

2612 Ingra Street, Anchorage, AK 99508 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

Communion Sunday, January 4 

10:00AM – Worship Service — Sanctuary 

Coffee Hour, after Services — Dining Room 

11:30 AM — Adult Book Study — Dining Room & Online 

3:00PM – Life Group – Online 
 

Monday, January 5 

7:00PM — Life Group Meeting — Parlor 
 

Tuesday, January 6 

3:00PM to 6:00PM — Grace & Grounds at LOVE Coffee, Parma 

7:00PM — Scout BSA Troop 263 Meeting — Gym/Dining Room 
 

Thursday, January 8 

6:00PM — 4H Spin Group/ 3D Printing 

7:00PM — Choir Rehearsal– Sanctuary 

7:00PM — Cub Scout Den Meeting — Social Hall 
 

Saturday, January 10 

9:00AM—3:00PM — Ruling Elder Training — Parlor 





CHURCH OFFICE HOURS & COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICE HOURS:  Monday – Thursday from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Weekly Announcements: Submit by 10:00 AM on Wednesdays. 
Meetings: This includes scheduling requests or cancellations notices.  
Events: All upcoming events should be communicated to the church office. *All office communications 
should be sent to the Office Administrator at officeadmin@parma-south.org. 

GRACE & GROUNDS —  Every Tuesday at 3:00PM at LOVE Coffee with 
Pastor Christin at LOVE COFFEE, 5842 Ridge Road, Parma  
 
SUNDAY LIFE GROUP – This is an opportunity to discuss today’s lesson and look 
deeper into today’s sermon and scripture lessons. Join the live Zoom meeting Sundays 
starting at 2:45 PM.   Monday Life Group  – meets in person in the Parlor at 7pm.  Study is 
in the book of  Matthew.  For more information contact John Lahl (440) 725-3239 or Ed 
Walker (440) 552-2998.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The 4-H Little Food Pantry Needs Donations! 
The 4-H Little Free Food Pantry is running low on supplies. It is 
located adjacent to the flagpole in front of the church.   
Please consider donating nonperishable food items such as canned 
meats, pasta, peanut butter, cereal, and individually packaged 
snacks.  Donations may be brought to the church office or to church 
on Sunday. Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors in need. 

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES - These are now available 
and have been placed in the church narthex. If you don't see 
an envelope box and you would like one, contact Stacy 
Brewer at treasurer@parma-south.org, or by phone 
at (216) 970-5286 (cell) or (440) 885-2652 x 220.   

ADULT STUDY SERIES — RESUMES TODAY AT 11:30AM in 
the Dining Room! 
We are studying and discussing Jack Roger’s “Jesus, the Bible, 
and Homosexuality”   — Chapter 5 
The book may be purchased at the PCUSA Bookstore, Amazon 

(in both book and Kindle versions) and most other book stores 

Childcare will be available.  Join us online!  Call the church of-
fice to have the link sent to your email address. 

mailto:treasurer@parma-south.org


@sanctifiedart   |   sanctifiedart.org

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 ��
Joseph & Mary become refugees in 
Egypt to protect Jesus from Herod.
Main Idea: 
We are called to help those 
who live in fear.

@sanctifiedart   |   sanctifiedart.org

children's bulletin  |   sunday after christmas
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Dear God, let us do what we can to protect each other, care for each other, and 
fight for a world where no one has to live in fear. Amen. 

Color the pictures of people caring for each other.

Prayer

Color



Find
Find the words from scripture when you hear them spoken in worship. Words 
can be vertical, horizontal, or diagonal, and they can overlap each other.

SANCTIFIED ART WHAT DO YOU FEAR? CHILDREN'S BULLETIN    |    1ST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  |  32  |  SANCTIFIED ART WHAT DO YOU FEAR? CHILDREN'S BULLETIN    |    1ST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

WDYF 1st Sunday After Xmas
Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

C M W N Q D I S T R I C T H P
E C R H F G K N F M W S R E W
E P Q X L H K A A T E K W L K
A X O G E S Z E U N T I L C P
A B L I E G R T A N G E L D N
T P A Q O D Y C O Z C A L D P
F J N T E G Y P T W E L A Y U
S L D L P D L O B X N E S U J
E H B O O R E H T O M F R Z T
E V L G A W M F H H N I X D C
K B E V D I A R F A P L X A H
I P A C J D E N R A W Q G W I
N A R G B Y A F Z E W M A Q L
G B S D A A O H E R O D R R D
T P I U U C L Z F W Q T D L O

Word Bank
1. afraid 2. town 3. herod 4. egypt
5. by 6. flee 7. life 8. dream
9. an 10. until 11. mother 12. god
13. district 14. angel 15. got 16. land
17. warned 18. child 19. israel 20. seeking

Dictionary.com

afraidafraid
anan
angelangel
byby
childchild

districtdistrict
dreamdream
egyptegypt
fleeflee
godgod

gotgot
herodherod
israelisrael
landland
lifelife

mothermother
seekingseeking
towntown
untiluntil
warnedwarned

This word search was generated using dictionary.com

Draw the story in the boxes below.

1. King Herod is angry that Jesus is born.

3. To keep Jesus safe, Mary & 
Joseph move to Egypt.

2. An angel warns Joseph that 
the king wants to hurt Jesus.

4. After Herod dies, the Holy Family 
moves back to their home.

What would it be like to move to a different country?

Story

Wonder


