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Reminder: Please sign the attendance pad located in the pew. Thank you.
*Indicates: Please stand in body or spirit, as you may.

WELCOME

THE CHURCH LIFE AND MINISTRY — ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “O Come, All Ye Faithful” arr. M. Hayes

TCALL TO WORSHIP

In worship, we hear God’s story and we ask,
“What did God do long ago?”

In worship, we hear God'’s story, so we ask,
“What is God doing, here and now?”

In worship, we hear God’s story, then we ask,
“What can | do to respond to it all?”
Listen, God is speaking.

Listen, it may be time to act.

Let us worship our moving, inspiring, with-us God.
Amen.

*OPENING HYMN No- 136 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

+*PRAYER OF CONFESSION and WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

Emmanuel, God with us, scripture tells us that you were a refugee, but we
love to forget that information. We love to forget every act of gun violence.
We love to forget how many people go hungry, or how many students do not
have access to good education. We love to forget the injustices in our world
that feel too big for us to face. But you are a God who refuses to forget. So
today we pray: make it impossible for us to overlook the stories of those in
need. Make it impossible for us to sweep injustice under the rug. Open our
eyes along with our hearts, so that the anger we feel around injustice might
fuel a fire for action. With hope for a better tomorrow we pray, Amen.

1*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Church family, even when we fail to do justice, even when we fail to love kindness,
even when we allow fear to override action, freezing us in place, God still loves us.
So hear and believe the good news of the gospel:

On our best days and on our worst days, we belong to God. We are invited
into community. We are held in God’s grace. We are forgiven. And we are
sent to serve.

Thanks be to God for a love like that.



*GLORIA PATRI No- 581
ANTHEM
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION & BLESSING FOR THE MEAL

SERVING THE MEAL

SCRIPTURES
Matthew 2:1-23 (NRSV)

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from
the east came to Jerusalem, 2asking,

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star
in the east and have come to pay him homage.”

3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him, 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him,

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:
6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.

"Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. & Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,

“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me
word so that | may also go and pay him homage.”

9When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 19 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. 1 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said,

Scriptures continued 2>



“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until |
tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to
Egypt 1Sand remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet,

“Out of Egypt | have called my son.”

16\When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

18“A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt and said,

20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who
were seeking the child’s life are dead.”

21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went
away to the district of Galilee. 2 There he made his home in a town called
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled,

“He will be called a Nazarene.”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
SERMON “Let Fear Fuel a Fire for Justice”
Rev. Christin Moreland
JrHYMN OF MEDITATION “Let the Fires of Justice Grow”
(see inside rear cover)
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Please place prayer requests in the offering plate

as it's passed. Mark your prayer 'private’ if you
don't want it shared with the congregation.



OFFERTORY “Joy to the World” arr. M. Hayes
*DOXOLOGY Ne- 606
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD/MISSION PROJECT
*CLOSING HYMN No-134 “Joy to the World”
*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Ne- 152 “What Star Is This, With Beams So Bright”

What star is this with beams so bright,
more lovely than the noon day light?
‘Tis sent to announce a newborn king,
glad tidings of our God to bring.

*POSTLUDE “O Come Little Children” arr. M. Hayes

POINSETTIA — This shrub, native to Mexico, is at the
heart of legend about a poor girl who wanted to bring Baby
Jesus a gift one Christmas Eve. As she walked to church,
he gathered a bouquet of weeds — which Jesus
miraculously transformed into lovely red flowers. Thus the
poinsettia (named for Joel Poinsett, the U.S. ambassador
to Mexico who first brought the plant to America) is known
in Mexico as la flor de la Nochebuena (flower of the Holy
Night). The poinsettia is also an ideal Christmas symbol
because its leaves turn red when deprived of sunlight and
its flowers (the red inner buds) bloom in December.



WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, December 28
10:00AM - Breakfast Church
3:00PM - Life Group — Online

Monday, December 29
7:00PM — Life Group Meeting — Parlor

Tuesday, December 30
3:00PM to 6:00PM — Grace & Grounds at LOVE Coffee, Parma
7:00PM — Scout BSA Troop 263 Meeting — Gym/Dining Room

Wednesday, December 31
New Year’s Eve
2025 CONTRIBUTION DEADLINE

REMINDER: Your contributions must be postmarked or received by
December 31 to count for the tax year 2025.

2025 PER CAPITA is $40.00 per active member

Thursday, January 1, 2026
2 U 2 6 New Year's Day — Offices Closed

Saturday, January 3
9:00 AM — Men’s Square — Dunkin, Pearl Road



Let the Fires of Justice Grow
JEFFERSON 8.7.8.7D

Words by Anna Strickland, 2025

Music from Tennessee Harmony, 1818
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES - These are now available
and have been placed in the church narthex. If you don't see
an envelope box and you would like one, contact Stacy
Brewer at treasurer@parma-south.org, or by phone at (216)
970-5286 (cell) or (440) 885-2652 x 220.

REMINDER: Your contributions must be postmarked or received by December 31
to count for the tax year 2025.
2025 PER CAPITA is $40.00 per active member.

Throughout the Advent Season, the Mitten Tree will be
located outside of the Church Office. Please bring in hats,
scarves, gloves & mittens, and hang them on the tree. The

Christian Education Committee will donate these items to the
Parma Heights Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued
support and generosity!

PRAYER REQUESTS

Submit requests using the cards in the pews back of the attendance sheet or Prayer
Request cards available in the pew holders. Place completed cards in the offering plate
during the Hymn of Meditation.

Chris Kurka
Family of Cathy Cubbison, who passed 12/7
CJ and Sarah Brandmeier facing pregnancy concerns
Summers Family
Megan Severson - January liver transplant- hopefully
Pastor Christins parents
Amber
Blessings and comfort to all...

Pastor Blake’s wife, Megan, is currently waiting for an organ transplant. See the UP-
DATE posted on the e-News for the latest information.
Please keep the Severson family in your prayers. Cards can be sent to:
2612 Ingra Street, Anchorage, AK 99508

SHUT-IN MEMBER — Fran Marvel is missing her Church family and would love visits!
She is at Park Creek Assisted Living, 10064 North Church Dr., Parma Heights

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS & COMMUNICATIONS

OFFICE HOURS: Monday — Thursday from 9:00AM — 3:00PM
Weekly Announcements: Submit by 10:00 AM on Wednesdays.
*All office communications should be sent to the Office Administrator at
officeadmin@parma-south.org.


mailto:treasurer@parma-south.org

