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Reminder: Please sign the attendance pad located in the pew. Thank you.
*Indicates: Please stand in body or spirit, as you may.

WELCOME

THE CHURCH LIFE AND MINISTRY — ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Birthday of a King”

+CALL TO WORSHIP

On this holy night, we come,

dazzled and awe-struck,

ready to sing alongside the angels.

On this holy night, we come,

eager and hopeful,

ready to journey alongside the shepherds.
On this holy night, we come,

quietly and tenderly,

ready to worship alongside Mary.

On this holy night, we come,

singing, trusting, believing, proclaiming:
good news is louder than fear.

Let us worship our good news, with-us God.

TCANDLE LIGHTING

In a fearful world, where do you see the presence of God?

We see God’s fingerprints all around us. We see God in the beauty of the
stars. We see God in the love of this community. We see God in the dreams
we hold for a better world.

You are right. Even in a fearful world, God is here. God is all around us.

On this holy night, we light the Christ Candle as a reminder of this good news. May
this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, God’s love is all
around us.

Light candle
Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen.

*OPENING HYMN No- 113 ‘Angels We Have Heard on High”



T*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of angel choruses, you hang the stars in the sky, but we do not see
them. You fill the night with angelic song, but we do not hear it. You send
shepherds to tell the good news, but we do not believe them. You bring love
into the world, but we do not seek it. Quiet the fear in us that works to
rationalize, minimize, and distract from the good news you put forth into the
world. Tune our hearts back to your song. With hope we pray, Amen.

+*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Family of faith, when the angels arrived in the field that night, the shepherds were
afraid. But the angels said:

“Do not be afraid. | am bringing you good news of great joy for all people.”

This good news is:

love freely given,

grace radically extended,
welcome always offered,
belonging never restricted.

Friends, we are seen, loved, welcomed, forgiven, called, and sent to serve.
Thanks be to God for a love like that.

*GLORIA PATRI No- 581
CHORAL ANTHEM “Bethlehem Child” arr. C. Gray
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURES
Luke 2:1-20 (NRSV)

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. € While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.

Scriptures continued 2>



8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. ® Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1 But the angel said
to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: "to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in @ manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child, '8 and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them, 1®and Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
HYMN Ne- 188 (verse 1) “‘Jesus Loves Me”
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
SERMON ‘Good News is Louder Than Fear”

Rev. Christin Moreland
HYMN OF MEDITATION “Shout!” (see inside rear cover)
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY “O Holy Night” excerpt arr. R. Ronnebaum
*DOXOLOGY Ne- 606 Please place prayer requests in the offering plate

as it's passed. Mark your prayer ‘private' if you
don't want it shared with the congregation.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION



PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. ¢

HAND BELL SELECTION “Silent Night” Renea Schomer
CANDLE LIGHTING  No. 122 “Silent Night, Holy Night”
*CLOSING HYMN No- 134 “Joy to the World”
*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Ne- 152 “What Star Is This, With Beams So Bright”

What star is this with beams so bright,
more lovely than the noon day light?
‘Tis sent to announce a newborn king,
glad tidings of our God to bring.

*POSTLUDE “‘He is Born” arr. M. Hayes

Why isn’t our organist playing the organ?
— Parma-South’s pipe organ needs repair

1l

The pipes/parts cannot be trusted to function on command nor to

iiiiii‘iii“ﬁiw stop playing after a note has been pressed and released.

It is time for a big decision. It is time for an expensive
decision.

Get in on the discussion! The committee will ultimately
propose a motion to session — to repair the existing organ (from
sufficient to comprehensive), or to replace the pipe organ with an
electronic one (from acceptable to impressive). If you would like
to join the research committee, please contact the church office
at 440-885-2652 Mon-Thurs 9:00AM-3:00PM.




WEEKLY CALENDAR

isBORNI
Thursday, December 25

Christmas Day — Offices Closed

Sunday, December 28
10:00AM - Breakfast Church
3:00PM - Life Group — Online

Monday, December 29
7:00PM — Life Group Meeting — Parlor

Tuesday, December 30
3:00PM to 6:00PM — Grace & Grounds at LOVE Coffee, Parma

Wednesday, December 31
New Year’s Eve
2025 CONTRIBUTION DEADLINE
REMINDER: Your contributions must be postmarked or received by
December 31 to count for the tax year 2025.
2025 PER CAPITA is $40.00 per active member

Thursday, January 1, 2026
2 D 2 6 New Year's Day — Offices Closed

Saturday, January 3
9:00 AM — Men’s Square — Dunkin, Pearl Road



Shout!

GREENSLEEVES 8.7.8.7 with refrain

Words by Anna Strickland, 2025 Traditional English melody, 16th cent.
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When  fear lies like a blan - ket thick and

The pierc - ing song the an - gels bring to
Sur - ren - der to the joy this  night of
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mutes the joy of li - ving When He-rod reigns with
un - sus-pect - ing shep - herds Is hard to hear  with

God in - car - nate born for us Shout in the streets, wake
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terr - or great, the an - gels break in, sing -ing
frigh - tened ears so used to news of  ter - ror
those who sleep to join the an - gel «cho-rus
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Shout! Shout your glo-ri-as in all the earth  and heavena-bove
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Shout! Shout the an-gels' news that hope is born in Je-sus

© Anna Strickland, 2025. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC.



“I Am With You” — Lauren Wright Pittman
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