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“Zechariah and the Angel” — Hannah Garrity

Parma-South Presbyterian Church
Parma Heights, Ohio

November 30, 2025 10:00 AM

1st Sunday of Advent

Rev. Christin Moreland, Senior Pastor
Ed Walker, Lay Reader
Chris Venesile, Music Director
Laurie Archibald, Organist/Pianist
Chris Kurka, AIV Coordinator
Thomas Moula, A/V Team Member
Kyle Jackson, A/V Team Member



Reminder: Please sign the attendance pad located in the pew. Thank you.
*Indicates: Please stand in body or spirit, as you may.
FLiturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
Cover Artwork from A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

WELCOME
THE CHURCH LIFE AND MINISTRY — ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
“O Come, Little Children with Still, still, still, and Pachelbel’s Canon”
Arr. T. Fettke

FCALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 46)

On Sundays and Mondays,

on good days and bad days,

early in the morning and very late at night,

here in this room, and out in the world,

God, we long for you to break in.

Meet us in this space.

Surprise us with your presence.

Fill this room with your good news.

With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

TCANDLE LIGHTING

In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?

We see hope when we look to the next generation.

We feel hopeful when we gather together.

We know hope, deep in our bones, when we dream of a better world.
You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us.

Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news.
May this flicker of light help us remember that we have reason to hope.

Candle is lit
Thanks be to God! Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Ne- 107 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”



T*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your presence
in our lives. We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this
world. However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you
in our midst. Forgive our rushing and distractions. Forgive our wandering
hearts, and center us in this space. Remind us that even in the time of
Herod, even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.

+*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to notice
God’s fingerprints in this world, God is always moving closer to us. Hear and
believe the good news this Advent season:

Nothing can keep God’s love away.

We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI No- 581
CHORAL ANTHEM “Prepare The Way Of The Lord”
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURES
Luke 1:5-13 (NIV)

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a
descendant of Aaron. € Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing
all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless
because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old.

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before
God, ?he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into
the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 19 And when the time for the burning of
incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.

1" Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar
of incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with
fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John.

Scriptures continued 2>



Lamentations 3:55-57

35| called on your name, Lord,
from the depths of the pit.

%6 You heard my plea: “Do not close your ears
to my cry for relief.”

57You came near when | called you,
and you said, “Do not fear.”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

HYMN No-188 (verse 1) “‘Jesus Loves Me”
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

SERMON “(In the Time of Herod) We Long for God to Break In”

Rev. Christin Moreland

HYMN OF MEDITATION  “In The Time of Herod”  (see inside rear cover)

Please place prayer requests in the offering plate

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING “don't want it shared wih the congregation.
OFFERTORY “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” arr. T. Fettke
*DOXOLOGY Ne- 606

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN No- 384 “Soon and Very Soon”
*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE



No- 542 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”

God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsel guides uphold you
With a Shepherd'’s care enfold you;
God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE “Rise up, Shepherd, and Follow” arr. T. Fettike
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. )] Please join us in the Dining Room after worship service

% for an Advent Celebration! A light lunch will be served
o

N8 and we will have crafts, activities and lots of fun.
CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION

WEEKLY CALENDAR

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, November 30

10:00AM - Worship Service—Sanctuary
Advent Celebration Luncheon — Dining Room
3:00PM — Life Group — Online
5:00PM — Parma Heights Tree Lighting

Monday, December 1
7:00PM — Life Group Meeting — Parlor

Tuesday, December 2
11:00AM — Care Team Meeting — Parlor
3:00PM to 6:00PM — Grace & Grounds at LOVE Coffee, Parma
7:00PM — Scout BSA Troop 263 Meeting— Gym & Dining Room

Thursday, December 4
6:00PM — 4H Spin Group/ 3D Printing
6:30PM — Grief Group — Online
7:00PM — Choir Rehearsal- Sanctuary
7:00PM — Cub Scout Den Meeting — Social Hall



PRAYER REQUESTS

Submit requests using the cards in the pews back of the attendance sheet or Prayer
Request cards available in the pew holders. Place completed cards in the offering
plate during the Hymn of Meditation.
Marsha Greene - hospice
Mary Shaffer - hospice
Dorothy Rice surgery
Theresa J
Linda Phillips
Betty Wilson
Amber
Dennis Forman surgery
Those in poverty

Pastor Blake’s wife, Megan, is currently waiting for an organ transplant. See the
UPDATE posted on the e-News for the latest information.
Please keep the Severson family in your prayers. Cards can be sent to:
2612 Ingra Street, Anchorage, AK 99508

Throughout the Advént Season, the
Mitten Tree will be located outside
of the Church Office. Please bring in
hats, scarves, gloves & mittens, and
hang them on the tree. The Christian

Education Committee will donate

these items to the Parma Heights
Food Pantry. Thank you for your

continued support and generosity!



In the Time of Herod
CRANHAM 11.11.11.11

Words by Anna Strickland, 2025 Music by Gustav Holst, 1906
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In the time of Her - od, fear had ta- ken hold
Thick as fog the fear grew, slow - ly creep-ing in
Pierc-ing through the stra - tus  comes the an - gels' song
In the time of Her - od, fear has ta- ken hold
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Hope was bur - ied deep and hid - den, rare as gold
Day by day the peo-ple bent and drew with - in
"Do not fear!"rings hol - low when we've feared so long
Still we share a long-ing for a glimpse of hope
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Or - di - na-ry peo-ple dared not speak a- loud
With the clouds so hea - vy, who could see the stars?
Still in the re-cess - es of our wea-ry souls
Or - di - na-ry peo- ple shout the truth we trust:
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Dreams of the Mes -si - ah break-ingthrough the clouds

Hope - less-ness had trapped them, strong as pris - on bars
Some - thing is a -wak - ened— could it be our hope?
God will stop at no - thing to be here with us

© Anna Strickland, 2025. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

EW 2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES - These are now available
He”ng and have been placed in the church narthex. Please don't

| ENVelopes use until the New Year begins. If you don't see an envelope
box and you would like one, contact Stacy Brewer

at treasurer@parma-south.org, or by phone at (216) 970-
5286 (cell) or (440) 885-2652 x 220.

You are invited to join others for holiday fun and a delicious !
Christmas dinner in the church Dining Room following worship on =%
Sunday, Dec. 14. The dinner will be catered and a free will
offering will be collected. To help plan food quantities, please
RSVP by Sunday, December 7th, by calling the church office ™
(440-885-2652), or sign up on the Holy Commun-ication Table

in the Narthex.

ATTENTION ALL BAKERS! For dessert, we are hoping that you bakers out there will
donate a plate of your delicious holiday cookies to share. With your RSVP, please also
indicate if you will bring some of your special baked cookies.
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MAS DINNER®
Py

GRACE & GROUNDS — Every Tuesday at 3:00PM at LOVE Coffee with
Pastor Christin at LOVE COFFEE, 5842 Ridge Road, Parma

SUNDAY LIFE GROUP - This is an opportunity to discuss today’s lesson and look
deeper into today’s sermon and scripture lessons. Join the live Zoom meeting Sundays
starting at 2:45 PM. Monday Life Group —meets in person in the Parlor at 7pm. Study is
in the book of Matthew. For more information contact John Lahl (440) 725-3239 or Ed
Walker (440) 552-2998.

The 4-H Little Food Pantry Needs Donations!

The 4-H Little Free Food Pantry is running low on supplies. Itis
located adjacent to the flagpole in front of the church.

Please consider donating nonperishable food items such as canned
meats, pasta, peanut butter, cereal, and individually packaged
snacks. Donations may be brought to the church office or to church
on Sunday. Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors in need.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS & COMMUNICATIONS

OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Thursday from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Weekly Announcements: Submit by 10:00 AM on Wednesdays.

Meetings: This includes scheduling requests or cancellations notices.

Events: All upcoming events should be communicated to the church office. *All office communications
should be sent to the Office Administrator at officeadmin@parma-south.org.


mailto:treasurer@parma-south.org

