January 2026

COMING EVENTS

Saturday, Jan. 3—Men’s Square @ D.D.

Sunday, Jan. 4—Worship @ 10 AM
-Adult Study @ 11:30 AM

Tuesday, Jan. 6— Grace & Grounds, 3 PM

Sunday, Jan. 11—Worship @ 10 AM
-Adult Study @ 11:30 AM

Tuesday, Jan. 13—Esther Circle @ 10 AM
-Grace & Grounds, 3 PM

Thursday, Jan. 15 - Tidings article deadline
- Grief Group @ 4 PM (Zoom)

Sunday, Jan. 18—Worship @ 10 AM
-Adult Study @ 11:30 AM

Tuesday, Jan. 20 - Grace & Grounds, 3 PM

Sunday, Jan. 25—Worship @ 10 AM
-Adult Study @ 11:30 AM

Tuesday, Jan. 27 - Grace & Grounds, 3 PM

) Fhe Lord Is
My LIGHIN

January in the church begins not with resolutions, but with light.
Epiphany invites us to pay attention; to look for the ways God is
revealed in unexpected places and ordinary faithfulness. The magi
followed a star not because they had everything figured out, but
because they trusted that God was already on the move. That feels
especially fitting for Parma-South as we step into a new year together.

Before | go further, | want to say THANK YOU! The past year, especially
the busy weeks of December, asked a lot of this congregation. Yet
again and again, | saw enthusiasm, generosity, flexibility, and good
humor. I'm deeply grateful for the Presby-TRY-ian spirit that continues
to shape this community. Your willingness to try new things, learn as
we go, and trust that God meets us in the experimenting matters more
than we often realize.

In the Church, January is a month of grounding and renewal. We'll
celebrate Epiphany (be on the lookout for star-words again this year)
and the Baptism of our Lord. These holy days help us remember that
the light of Christ and the waters of grace are not confined to one
season, but shape our whole life together. We’'ll train and install Elders,
giving thanks for those who have said YES to leadership and service,
and honoring the shared work of discernment that belongs to us all.
We’ll also look ahead to welcoming new members and nurturing
deeper connections within our community.

Later this month, a few of us will be traveling to Alexandria, Virginia
as part of the ongoing Building for Hope journey. | remain grateful for
the momentum we’ve built together and mindful that this is steady,
prayerful work that unfolds over time. It's work that asks for patience,
transparency, and trust in God’s long view. Be on the lookout for
another Town Hall announcement as we continue discerning what
faithfulness looks like in this season!

There are a lot of lessons we can learn from Epiphany, but one
poignant message is that we don’t create the light, we follow it. More
often than not, that light shows up through ordinary acts of faith:
showing up, asking questions, serving one another, and trusting God
step by step. | see that kind of faithfulness alive and well among you,
and it gives me great hope as we move into this new year. Thank you
for being a church that tries, that cares, and that continues to follow
Christ together.

Peace and Joy,

Pastor Christin
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OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Thur. 9—-3

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please
submit them by 10 AM on
Wednesdays.

MEETINGS: Please notify the
office of meetings, including
scheduling requests or
cancellations.

EVENTS: All upcoming events should
be communicated to the church
office. Please send them to the
office administrator at
officeadmin@parma-south.org

TAX

DEDUCTIBLE

NOT

TAX DEDUCTIBLE

To ensure the deductibility of your
church contributions, do not file
your 2025 Income Tax Return

until you have received a written
acknowledgement of your
contributions to Parma-South
Presbyterian Church. Some of your
contributions may not be tax
deductible.

ARTICLE

DEADLINE

Articles for our monthly Tidings
newsletter are normally due the
day after the regularly scheduled
monthly Session meeting. Note that
articles for the February Tidings will
be due by Thursday, January 15th.

Articles for Tidings can be emailed
to the editors at:
pstidings@hotmail.com

or placed in the TIDINGS mailbox
located in the Church Workroom.

2026 PER CAPITA

Every Presbyterian church pays a
share of the mission administration
expenses of the Presbytery, Synod
and the General Assembly through

a per member (per capita)
apportionment. For 2026, the PER
CAPITA RATE FOR PARMA-SOUTH is
$40 per member (same as last year).
The total cost is billed to and paid by
Parma-South Church. Please help P-S
by paying your share of this expense.
You may use either the special ‘Per
Capita’ envelope in your offering
envelopes, or the blue envelope in
the pew with a note ‘Per Capita’
under ‘Special Gift'. If you have any
questions, please contact our church
treasurer, Stacy Brewer.

The 2026 Offering Envelopes are now
available and have been placed in
the church narthex. If you don't see
an envelope box and you would like
one, contact Stacy Brewer at
treasurer@parma-south.org

or by phone at (216) 970-5286 (cell)
or (440) 885-2652 x 220.
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APPLY FOR
SCHOLARSHIPS

There are three college scholarships
offered annually for members of
Parma-South.

Daryl Laing Scholarship - in memory
of Daryl Laing, awarded to members
enrolled or planning to enroll in

a two-year or four-year college or
university degree program the year
of the application.

Pardee Scholarship - in memory of
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Pardee,
awarded to members enrolled in
the College of Wooster, with an
effort to provide sufficient financial
assistance to make the cost of
attending Wooster comparable to
the cost of state universities in Ohio.

Howard & Estelle Withers
Scholarship - in memory of
Reverend and Mrs. Withers, awarded
to members enrolled in approved
graduate schools or theological
seminaries in preparation for full-
time professional service to the
Presbyterian Church.

The criteria for awarding these
scholarships include active
participation in the worship,
stewardship, and mission at Parma-
South; financial need; and academic
achievement. These are awarded
annually and are renewable for
subsequent years of study. The
award for each scholarship is based
on the amount available in the
endowment funds each year.

Scholarship Application Forms may
be obtained in the church office.
Please return them no later than
May 1, of the year that you will be
attending.




JACK ROGERS

JESUS. THE BIBLE

HOMOSEXUALITY

ADULT STUDY

After a holiday break, our Adult Study:
Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality
will resume on Sunday, January 4 in
the Dining Room at 11:30 AM. This
study is one way we can listen
together for God’'s Word, engage
Scripture faithfully, and explore what
it means to live as Christ's welcoming
people. There is no RSVP needed;
Come as you are and join the
conversation.

M
E
N

SQUARE

The next Men's Square group meeting
is scheduled for Saturday, January
3rd at 9:00 AM. The group meets for
breakfast at Dunkin Doughnuts, 6317
Pearl Rd, Parma Heights, (corner of
Pearl and York). We normally gather
in the conference room on the right
side of the door as you enter. Our
usual agenda is to have the group
discussion following breakfast and
then head over to the church for

our current project. Anyone needing
more information, please contact Ed
Walker. Hope to see you there.

~ wogennt,

Why isn’t our organist playing the organ? - 3

gl

Parma-South’s pipe organ needs repair. The
pipes/parts cannot be trusted to function on
command nor to stop playing after a note has
been pressed and released.

Our organ was purchased second hand in the 1960’s and has undergone a
great deal of work - a bit at a time, plus an overhaul around 2009 - thanks
to dedicated folks who keep up with the instrument’s issues and generous
donations over the years by music lovers in the congregation.

It is time for a big decision. It is time for an expensive decision. We are
talking $150k to $450k. There is nothing like a pipe organ; its sound
resonates deeply and can feel like God himself speaking. But electronic
organs have come a long way, emulating the quality and tone of pipe organs.

A committee will be selected in January to begin visiting local churches

to listen to the qualities and differences. The committee will ultimately
propose a motion to Session - to repair the existing organ (from sufficient
to comprehensive), or to replace the pipe organ with an electronic one (from
acceptable to impressive). If you would like to join the research committee,
please contact Nancy in the church office (440-885-2652, Mon-Thurs, 9-3).
You will receive a call back from the committee chairman, John Decker.

GRIEF
SUPPORT
GROUP

Rev. Debbie Cerra continues to hold
her Grief Group via ZOOM. This
group is open to anyone who has
experienced a significant loss. It
meets online every 1st and 3rd
Thursday, from 6:30 - 7:30 PM.
Please contact Pastor Debbie
(856-912-1202) for more details

or to get the Zoom link.

Pastor Blake’s wife, Megan,

is currently waiting for a liver
transplant. Please keep the
Severson family in your prayers.

Cards can be sent to:
Megan Severson
2612 Ingra Street
Anchorage AK 99508




Tidings Rev. Christin Moreland
3 Email: pastor@parma-south.org
» Phone: (440) 885-2652

¢ Parma-South Presbyterian Church
i 6155 Pearl Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44130
7 Office Phone (440) 885-2652
Visit our website: www.parma-south.org

Thank you to our advertisers listed below, for their support.
If you would like to place an advertisement or become a Tidings sponsor,
— please call the church office.
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December 7, 2025

‘% 1 Richard Salisbury
D y

| - 2 Ruth Fay

v~
5 Ralph Moody

MEMOR.IAL CAR]LLON 7 Shir|ey Arnold

Carillon music during January will be
played in loving memory of:

5 Cassandra Kardamis

8 David Topor

8 Samuela Eyali

Jan4  LaVerne Mackert
18 Shirley LeViseur

Marilyn Weiss
Hedra Harrison 20 Tyler Stapf
Jan 11 Fred Heise 23 Robert Abbott

Jan 18 Mr. & Mrs. Earl C. Gibbs 26 Lori Kowel
29 Mary Sue Murphy
Jan 25 Wilbur P. Henninger

31 Cynthia Cubbison




