COMING EVENTS

Thursday, Dec. 4—Grief Group @ 4 PM (Zoom)

Sunday, Dec. 7—Worship @ 10 AM
- Care & Share Store is open

Tuesday, Dec. 9—Esther Circle @ 10 AM
-Grace & Grounds, 3 PM @ LOVE Coffee

Sunday, Dec. 14—Worship @ 10 AM
- Christmas Dinner @ 11 AM
- Care & Share Store is open

Tuesday, Dec. 16 - Grace & Grounds, 3 PM

Thursday, Dec. 18 - Tidings article deadline
- Grief Group @ 4 PM (Zoom)

Friday, Dec. 19—final day for Care & Share Store

Sunday, Dec. 21—Worship @ 10 AM
-Blue Christmas Service @ 6 PM

Wednesday, Dec. 24—Christmas Eve Service @ 5 PM

Sunday, Dec. 28—BREAKFAST WORSHIP @ 10 AM,
in Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, Dec. 30 - Grace & Grounds, 3 PM

Tidings

December, 2025

Family

Christmas Eve
Service

WORSHIP AT 5PM

Our Christmas Eve Worship Service at Parma-South
Presbyterian Church will be at 5 PM on December 24. The
service will be family-oriented. Come join us as we celebrate
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ with song and voice.

Blue
‘ Chmstmas

A SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE & HOPE

Parma-South will hold a "Blue Christmas" service

on Sunday evening, December 21 at 6 PM. This
contemplative service is held on or around the Winter
Solstice, the longest night of the year. For those who
mourn and for those who struggle, this service provides
a space for those grieving a loss or not feeling especially
“joyful” this holiday season.




from our
Pastor
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As we enter Advent, I've been thinking about how quietly fear can weave itself
into our daily lives. Not just the big, dramatic fears, but the ordinary ones

we don’t always name out loud—the fear of letting someone down, of losing
something important, of not having enough, of watching the world change
faster than we can keep up. Most of us carry more fear than we admit,
especially during a season that asks us to prepare, to hope, and to trust.

Dear Parma-South Family,

That’s why our Advent theme this year, “What Do You Fear?” feels so
meaningful. With help from resources by A Sanctified Art, we’'ll be exploring
how fear appears not only in our own lives but also in the stories surrounding
Jesus’ birth. When Mary learns she is expecting, when Joseph faces a decision
that will change everything, when the shepherds are startled awake, when

the magi navigate political danger—not one of them pretends to be fearless.
They simply take the next faithful step.

That feels real to me. I've had seasons when fear hovered in the background
of almost every decision. Once, when someone gently asked what | was afraid
of, | blurted out, “Everything.” But when | started naming those fears one by
one, they became less overwhelming. Naming them actually made room for
courage. It reminded me that fear often loosens its grip when we stop carrying
it alone.

I think the same is true for us as a church. Parma-South is asking big
questions right now about our building, our budget, our long-term ministry,
and what faithfulness looks like in our community. Those conversations
naturally stir uncertainty. They might even stir fear. And yet, they also open
space for vision and hope. They remind us that God meets us in honest
moments—not when we have everything figured out, but when we’re willing
to be real with one another.

This Advent, we're not asked to banish fear or pretend it doesn’t exist. Instead
we’re invited to approach it with openness and trust. To say, “This is what’s on
my heart,” and then look for the ways God is already moving. The good news
of Christmas is that light shines into the fearful places—not around them.
Hope grows right in the middle of uncertainty.

So | hope you'll join us this season

as we explore what we fear, what we
hope for, and where God is leading us.
Together, we’ll learn again that courage
is not the absence of fear, but the
decision to move through it with God
and with one another.

/nat, dlo
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Peace and Joy,
Pastor Christin

brea-kfast
church

For worship on Sunday, December
28, join us for something different:
"BREAKFAST CHURCH"!

The first Sunday after Christmas is
often a joyous day. Christ has comel!
The wait is over! Joy to the world!
However, despite our desire to linger
in that good news, the Gospel of
Matthew brings us back to the
ground. Through the story of Herod's
persecution, we are promptly
reminded that even with Christ
among us, the world is still a broken
and messy place.

BREAKFAST CHURCH is designed
to acknowledge the injustice of that
story while also recognizing that

we want to linger in the joy of the
Christmas season. To hold both
these realities in tension, this
special service weaves together
food and fellowship around tables
with honest, justice-oriented
conversations.

The basic idea is that we'll share
breakfast in Fellowship Hall DURING
worship. The conversations at the
tables will be the sermon, and part
of the worship will be "responding
to the word" by participating in

a mission activity (assembling
hygiene/care bags for the unhoused
and starting a kids' book drive to
benefit the kids' book bank.)

Mark your calendars for this special
service and watch for more details
yet to come.




You are invited to join others for
holiday fun and a delicious Christmas
dinner in the church Dining Room

following worship on Sunday, Dec. 14.

The dinner will be catered by
Stancato's, and a free will offering
will be collected. To help plan food
quantities, please RSVP by Sunday,
December 7, by calling the church
office (440-885-2652), or sign up on
the Holy Commun-ication Table in the
Narthex.

ATTENTION ALL BAKERS! For dessert,
we are hoping that you bakers out
there will donate a plate of your
delicious holiday cookies to share.
With your RSVP, please also indicate
if you will bring some of your special
baked cookies.

Grant
Writing

=

HELP NEEDED

“Is there a deeter grant writer in

the house?” We will likely need this
service toward the conclusion of our
Building for Hope endeavor. We may
have an expert right here at home!

If you can help with grant writing,
please talk to Pastor Christin or
Audrey Brandmeier.

Mission
News

Our annual CARE & SHARE STORE is
sponsored by our Mission Committee
and helps our congregation reach out
to help others in a variety of mission
causes. This year’s store is open now
thru December 19. There is a good
selection of items in the store again
this year. The complete shopping list
can be found below, or in the weekly
e-Blast, or on the MISSION page of
our Parma-South website
(www.parma-south.org).

Make this Christmas special by giving
a gift that means something in the
name of him who was God’s greatest
gift to us, Jesus of Nazareth.

TIDINGS DEADLINE

Articles for our monthly Tidings
newsletter are normally due the day
after the regularly scheduled monthly
Session meeting. Note that articles
for the January Tidings will be due

by Thursday, December 18th.
Articles for Tidings can be emailed

to the editors at:

pstidings@hotmail.com

or placed in the TIDINGS mailbox
located in the Church Workroom.
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MITTEN TREE

Throughout the Advent Season, the
Mitten Tree will be located outside
of the Church Office. Please bring in
hats, scarves, gloves & mittens, and
hang them on the tree. The Christian
Education Committee will donate
these items to the Parma Heights
Food Pantry. Thank you for your
continued support and generosity!

Créche Set-up

MEN'’S SQUARE is planning to erect
Parma South's Christmas Créche
display again this year. We will
need a full turnout for the occasion.
In order to facilitate this, we are
asking about people’s availability on
either Saturday, November 29th or
December 6th, at 9 AM. Please let
Ed Walker know, and we will decide
the date for erecting the creche
based on the responses. We will
then notify everyone who has
responded, with the final meeting
date. Please email Ed at:

ejwalkerb@cox.net or phone/text
him at 440/552-2998. Thanks in
advance for your support.
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2025 Christmas
CARE & SHARE STORE

ORDER FORM

The Care and Share store will be open November 23 thru
December 19th. Please return this form with your check:
Place it in the church offering plate or mail it to the church.

Parma-South Presbyterian Church
6155 Pearl Road
Parma Heights, OH 44130-3159

Item Description Amount

#101 | $10 - $20 Ann George Parma Hts. Food Pantry

#102 | $10-820 for City Mission

#101

$10 - $20 Food for Ann George
Parma Heights Food Bank.

We help to provide funds to purchase food
for the food bank and supply fresh produce
from our community garden.

#102

City Mission

Helps men, women and children in crisis to
overcome it by receiving Christian help
that will change their lives.

#103

#104

$10 - $25 for Native American
Minority Education

Scholarships for higher education for native
American children.

$50 for Laura’s Home

Help provide programs and experiences for
women and children to bridge from crisis to
self-sufficiency via Laura’s Home for Pathways
Program.

#105

$10-825 for International Friends
To provide support toward missionary work
for international students at CSU.

#103 | $10 - $25 for Minority Education

#104 | $50 for Women'’s Shelter

#105 | $10-825 for International Friends

$25 - $50 Undesignated or charity of your choice

#106

$10 -$100 Dougbe River School, Liberia, West

#107 Africa

#108 | $10-825 for Socks and Clothes for Kids ( SC4K).

#109 | $20 Scout Troop 263

TOTAL

NAME

ADDRESS

Envelope # (if known)

Please make all checks payable to Parma-South Presbyterian
Church and mark each check, “For Care and Share”.
Thank you!

#106

#107

$25-850 Un-designated or Charity of
Choice

Your un-designated gifts are welcome and
will be allocated by Mission Committee to
areas of greatest need or write-in the
charity of your choice.

$10-$100 Dougbe River

Presbyterian School in Liberia,

West Africa

Help provide boarding school education to over
230 students grades Pre-K to 9 in a remote,
impoverished area. Help continued growth of
student population, facilities, health care and
on-site farming.

#109

825 Socks and

Clothes 4 Kids Children
source of clothes, shoes school supplies

: for needy children in Northeast Ohio.

$20 Scout Troop 263
Help the troop that Parma-South has chartered
since 1943. Give to promote the ideals and
principles of scouting, or in appreciation for
the scouts’ work in our mission garden, event
setups on Memorial Day and other events.




New
Offering

— |Envelopes

The 2026 Offering Envelopes are
now available in the church narthex.
Please don’t use them until the new
year begins. If you don’t see an
envelope box and you would like one,
please contact Stacy Brewer at
treasurer@parma-south.org or

by phone at 216-970-5286 (cell) or
440-885-2652 x 220. Thank you!

Memorial Carillon

Carillon music during December will
be played in loving memory of:

Dec 7 Mary Jane McMichael
Marilyn Weiss

Dec 14 Mr. & Mrs. Alex Michak
Dec 21 Mr. & Mrs. Adam R. Kroehle
Dec 28 Maud C. Dexter

Ben F. Evans

Albon Johnson
Harvey Hale

Rev. Debbie Cerra continues to hold
her Grief Group via ZOOM. This
group is open to anyone who has
experienced a significant loss. It
meets online every 1st and 3rd
Thursday, from 6:30 - 7:30 PM.
Please contact Pastor Debbie
(856-912-1202) for more details

or to get the Zoom link.
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ONGOING PRAYER CONCERN

Pastor Blake's wife, Megan,
is currently waiting for a liver
transplant. Please keep the
Severson family in your prayers.
Cards can be sent to:
Megan Severson
2612 Ingra Street
Anchorage AK 99508

(Griving
2025 PLEDGE PAYMENTS

All gifts and pledge payments
received in the office by hoon on
December 31st or anything mailed
and postmarked by December 31st
will be credited to your 2025 giving
statement. For any number of good
reasons, you may not have
completed your 2025 pledge
payments by the end of the
calendar year. If you find you are
still able to complete your pledge,
we ask that you do so early in the
year 2026. If you identify your gifts
as 2025 pledge payments, they
will appear on your 2025 giving
statement as last year’s pledge
and will not be applied to your
2026 pledge amount.

3 Lindsay Gavala
4 Robert Decker

7 Parker Muranko
10 Caera Adam

12 Roseanne Best
16 Chloe Ackley

22 Raymond Burner
24 Mary Ewokolo Molua
28 Michell Adam
28 Janice Lappin
29 John Krisch




Tidings Rev. Christin Moreland

> ¥ Email: pastor@parma-south.org
1 *5, Phone: (440) 885-2652
Parma-South Presbyterian Church

& : 6155 Pearl Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44130
: Office Phone (440) 885-2652
Visit our website: www.parma-south.org
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Thank you to our advertisers listed below, for their support.

?‘f R If you would like to place an advertisement or become a Tidings sponsor,
e please call the church office.

Cremation « Burial « Pre-Planning

www.buschcares.com




