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Reminder: Please sign the attendance pad located in the pew. Thank you.
*Indicates: Please stand in body or spirit, as you may.

THE CHURCH LIFE AND MINISTRY

PRELUDE 0Shine, Jesusar. MbHayese 0

CALL TO WORSHIP

O praise to the God of laughter whose humor sends ripples through ever
river of death, who turns a mustard seed into a tree, who conceals the m
of life in a loaf of bread.

Like a trickster, you turn our world topaywy. When | think | am lovely,
you hold up a mirror that shows me as thick as a pencil or as squat as a
toad.

Here in the Fun House the popular routes lead me in circles-eatthe deac
have doors.

O for a thousand tongues to sing the praise of One who is All, who is as
invisible as the wind, yet as firm as a rock.

*OPENING HYMN Ne-134 0Joy to the
(with alternate lyrics by Paul Lintern ©2004 by Paul Lintern. Used with permission.)

Joy to the Worl d,Joyttothe Whrld,rOdr&avioradignsy e ,
Awake, rejoice and sing! Let heaven and earth proclaim

I'tés just as He hTaaglogesdf d,

Hebds risen fr om tHis®ighdeeusrekss,

Salvation now He brings, And wonders of His love,

Salvation now he brings, And wonders of His love,

Salvation, salvation, now He brings. And wonders, wonders of His love.

Joy to the World, the empty tomb,
Proclaims a victory.

Of light compelling,

A great dispelling

Of darkness in the world,

Of darkness in the world,

Of darkness, of darkness in the world.



*UNISON PRAYER ORNEBESSION

You know better than we do, Amused God,

what important people we believe we are.

Believing we have to be serious all the time,

we miss out on the joy of your creation.

Choosing to feast on the pain of the world,

we skip the picnic offered in paradise.

Clinging to the despair which is our best friend,

we ignore Jesus, who can bring us home to your heart.
Forgive us, Heart of Joy,

and make us open to the startling,

and upsidelown, ways in which you work.

Fill us with Eastero6s | aughter;
fill us with your healing joy;

fill us with the love poured into us

through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

The Gospels tell us over and over again

of the joy which comes to us through Christ.

When Jesus was around, lives were changed:

the sick were healed, the sorrowful began to laugh with joy.
The good news is that this joy is now given to us.

Through the Holy Spirit, we are gifted with joy.

We are sent forth to bring good news to the oppressed,

to bring healing to the broken,

to anoint everyone with the oil of gladness.

Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen.

*GLORIA PATR#-581

MUSICAL SELECTI®MBell Choir 0Great | s Thy
By William M. Runyan arr. Anna Laura Page

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINDAN

SCRIPTURES
John 20: 181 (NIV)



*PASSING OF THE PEACE

TIME FOR YOUNG DREB
HYMN N-188 0Jesus Loves Me

SERMON ASeriously Absurd"™
HYMN OF MEDITATION N-2480 Chr i st i s Risen!
PRAYERS OF THEPEBPLAND L ORDG6S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THEEBRING

OFFERTORY 0OAmazi ng L owareR. Hughes
*DOXOLOGN- 606

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*CLOSING HYMN Ne-539 o We Wi I | Go Ou

*CHARGE & BLESSING
CONGREGATIONAL RESS8D

0Someti mes A NBht Surprise
Sometimes a light surprises the child of God who sings;
It is the Lord who rises with healing in his wings;
When comforts are declining, he grants the soul again
A season of clear shining to cheer it after rain.

*POSTLUDE oWe Are Standi nagrr. MnHay® | vy



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENT

PRAYER REQUESTS Grief Grou@ Rev. Dr. Debbie Cerra

Submit requests using the back of {i t_?han canline %rg%% ‘IJD”th? 1? and
attendance sheet or Prayer Requ% t lirISD %3{35_ a Ciase via s(r)uom'
cards available in the pew holders>CNtact Debbie a (8561212 She

i Iso leading in person grief groups
Ellgée completed cards in the offeli)ﬁ% he 1st and 3rd Thursdays at

Strongsville United Methodist Church

Healing and comfort from 10:00 AML1:00 AM.
Cathy DeMoss, health concerns

Arline Ferencz, in hospice
Janet Fritz, medical concern OFFERING ENVELORH3ease

Ken Fritz, health concern contact Stacy Brewer if you'd like her 1
John Marton, in hospital mail out yo@025 Offering Envelopes.
Richard Ress, recovering from mayau can reach hetraasurer@parma
cancer surgery -south.org, 448852652 (office) or
Megan Severson 2169705286 (cell).

Carol Shields, who fell/surgery

upcoming

Valerie & John Summers, health CHURCH OFFICE HOURS &

concerns COMMUNICATIONS

OFFICE HOURS: MordByursday

Life Group This is an opportunity fgom 9:00 AMB:00 PM

di scuss t oday 6 s Wdekydfmaumcemants.dSubimitby k
i nto today 0lsookofc $0i0pAManrWednegdays.h t h e
EphesiansJoin the live Zoom feedvieetingsThis includes scheduling

Sundays starting at 2:45 PM. Contagliests or cancellations notices.
John Lahl (440) 72539 or Ed Walk

(440) 552998.

Elentsall upcoming events should be
communicated to the church office.

*All office communications should be
Care Tear@d The Care Team has asent to the Office Administrator at

supply of stamped and addressedofficeadmin@parnsouth.org.

cards in the Narthex for our friends and

members. Please take a few and sign,

add a short message i f yo
t e

6d ik
mai | . Let s stay connec !

u
d!



WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, April 27

10:00 AM Worship Servit&anctuary
11:00 A®Coffee Hour

3:00 PM Life GroupOnline

Monday, April 28
7:00 PM Life Group MeetidgParlor

Tuesday, April 29
2:30 PN Tech Team MeetthdParlor
7:00 PM Scout Troop @630ocial Hall

Cuyahoga
County

April Donation Request
Body Wash &ni8#d Meash

The clothing room at Love INC is constantly filling requests. Volunteers
bags with clothing and a variety of toiletries for Cuyahoga County
residentsThis month, the clothing room is asking for doma¢inrasdf
womends body wmlsvash. and mends 3

We are placing supplies next to chancel at the front of the sanctuary.

I f you are able to donate -0AB65eo0rtems
emaiinf o@ oveitrocsey. alrpg an appoint ment

supplies. Love I NC is open Monday t}
3: 00WM. appreciate your generosity in

\ylove

1 the name
‘4 of Christ
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