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April 27, 2025                           10:00 AM 



Reminder: Please sign the attendance pad located in the pew. Thank you. 

*Indicates: Please stand in body or spirit, as you may. 

  
THE CHURCH LIFE AND MINISTRY 
 

PRELUDE òShine, Jesus, Shineó arr.  M. Hayes 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

O praise to the God of laughter whose humor sends ripples through even the 
river of death, who turns a mustard seed into a tree, who conceals the meaning 

of life in a loaf of bread.  

Like a trickster, you turn our world topsy-turvy. When I think I am lovely, 
you hold up a mirror that shows me as thick as a pencil or as squat as a 
toad.  

Here in the Fun House the popular routes lead me in circles but the dead-ends 

have doors.  

O for a thousand tongues to sing the praise of One who is All, who is as 
invisible as the wind, yet as firm as a rock.  

 

*OPENING HYMN No. 134 òJoy to the Worldó 
(with alternate lyrics by Paul Lintern ©2004 by Paul Lintern. Used with permission.) 

Joy to the World, the Lordôs alive, 

Awake, rejoice and sing! 

Itôs just as He had said, 

Heôs risen from the dead. 

Salvation now He brings, 

Salvation now he brings, 

Salvation, salvation, now He brings. 

 

Joy to the World, the empty tomb, 

Proclaims a victory. 

Of light compelling, 

A great dispelling 

Of darkness in the world, 

Of darkness in the world, 

Of darkness, of darkness in the world. 

Joy to the World, Our Savior reigns, 

Let heaven and earth proclaim 

The glories of 

His Righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love.   



*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

You know better than we do, Amused God,  
what important people we believe we are.  
Believing we have to be serious all the time,  
we miss out on the joy of your creation.  
Choosing to feast on the pain of the world,  
we skip the picnic offered in paradise.  
Clinging to the despair which is our best friend,  
we ignore Jesus, who can bring us home to your heart.  
Forgive us, Heart of Joy,  
and make us open to the startling,  
and upside-down, ways in which you work.  
Fill us with Easterõs laughter;  
fill us with your healing joy;  
fill us with the love poured into us  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  
 
*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

The Gospels tell us over and over again  
of the joy which comes to us through Christ.  
When Jesus was around, lives were changed:  
the sick were healed, the sorrowful began to laugh with joy.  
The good news is that this joy is now given to us.  
Through the Holy Spirit, we are gifted with joy.  
We are sent forth to bring good news to the oppressed,  
to bring healing to the broken,  
to anoint everyone with the oil of gladness.  
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen.  
 
*GLORIA PATRI No. 581 
 

MUSICAL SELECTION ñ Bell Choir   òGreat Is Thy Faithfulnessó 

By William M. Runyan  arr. Anna Laura Page 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURES  

John 20: 19-31 (NIV) 



 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES   

HYMN  No. 188 òJesus Loves Meó  (verse 1) 

 

SERMON ñSeriously Absurd"  

 

HYMN OF MEDITATION               No. 248   òChrist is Risen! Shout Hosanna!ó 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORDõS PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY òAmazing Loveó arr. R. Hughes 
 

*DOXOLOGY No. 606   
  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN No. 539 òWe Will Go Out with Joyó 

 

*CHARGE & BLESSING 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 

òSometimes A Light Surprisesó No. 800  
Sometimes a light surprises the child of God who sings; 

It is the Lord who rises with healing in his wings; 
When comforts are declining, he grants the soul again 

A season of clear shining to cheer it after rain.  

 

*POSTLUDE  òWe Are Standing on Holy Groundó arr.  M. Hayes 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Submit requests using the back of the 
attendance sheet or Prayer Request 
cards available in the pew holders. 
Place completed cards in the offering 

plate. 

Healing and comfort 
Cathy DeMoss, health concerns 
Arline Ferencz, in hospice 
Janet Fritz, medical concern 
Ken Fritz, health concern 
John Marton, in hospital 
Richard Ress, recovering from major 
cancer surgery 
Megan Severson 
Carol Shields, who fell/surgery 
upcoming 
Valerie & John Summers, health 
concerns 

_____________________________ 

Life Group ð This is an opportunity to 
discuss todayôs lesson and look deeper 
into todayôs scripture with the book of 
Ephesians.  Join the live Zoom feed 
Sundays starting at 2:45 PM. Contact 
John Lahl (440) 725-3239 or Ed Walker 

(440) 552-2998. 

 

Care Team ð The Care Team has a 
supply of stamped and addressed 
cards in the Narthex for our friends and 
members. Please take a few and sign, 
add a short message if youôd like, then 

mail. Letôs stay connected! 

 

Grief Group ð Rev. Dr. Debbie Cerra 
hosts an online group on the 1st and 
3rd Thursdays at 6:30 PM via Zoom. 
Contact Debbie at (856) 912-1202. She 
is also leading in person grief groups 
on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 
Strongsville United Methodist Church 

from 10:00 AM ï 11:00 AM.  

 

OFFERING ENVELOPESñ Please 
contact Stacy Brewer if you'd like her to 
mail out your 2025 Offering Envelopes. 
You can reach her at treasurer@parma
-south.org, 440-885-2652 (office) or 

216-970-5286 (cell).  

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS & 
COMMUNICATIONS 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday ï Thursday 

from 9:00 AM ï 3:00 PM 

Weekly Announcements: Submit by 
10:00 AM on Wednesdays. 

Meetings: This includes scheduling 

requests or cancellations notices. 

Events: All upcoming events should be 

communicated to the church office.  

*All office communications should be 
sent to the Office Administrator at 
officeadmin@parma-south.org. 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, April 27 

10:00 AM ï Worship Service ï Sanctuary 

11:00 AMðCoffee Hour 

3:00 PM ï Life Group ï Online  

 

Monday, April 28 

7:00 PM ð Life Group Meeting ð Parlor 

 

Tuesday, April 29 

2:30 PM ð Tech Team Meeting ð Parlor 

7:00 PM Scout Troop 263 ð Social Hall 

April Donation Request:  
Body Wash and Menôs 3-in-1 wash 

The clothing room at Love INC is constantly filling requests. Volunteers pack 
bags with clothing and a variety of toiletries for Cuyahoga County 
residents.  This month, the clothing room is asking for donations of men and 
womenõs body wash, and menõs 3-in-1 wash.  
We are placing supplies next to chancel at the front of the sanctuary. 

If you are able to donate these items please call (216) 459-0405 or 
email info@loveinccuy.org to set up an appointment to drop off your 
supplies.  Love INC is open Monday through Thursday from 9:00AM to 
3:00PM. We appreciate your generosity in supporting our community! 

mailto:info@loveinccuy.org
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